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Introduction

A person or utensil that has contracted Tumah (ritual uncleanliness)
can—in most cases—remove that Tumah by being immersed in a
kosher (valid, qualified) Mikvah (ritualarium). In order to be kosher,
the Mikvah must consist of and contain 40 Sa’ah (approximately 200
gallons) or more of water, and be built into the ground or into the
structure of a building that is built into the ground. If it consists of
another liquid; if the water is discolored by a foreign substance such
as wine; or if there is less than 40 Sa’ah of water, the Mikvah is
disqualified. Additionally, the water must have arrived into the pool
naturally via a spring or rainfall, either directly, or by means of a
pipe or other conduit that is not considered a “vessel” (i.e., the pipe
has no cavity that can “hold” the water; the water only passes
through it). If, however, the water was in a vessel before coming into
the Mikvah it becomes “Sheuvin” (“drawn”) and the Mikvah
becomes invalid.

Sheuvin water invalidates a Mikvah in one of two ways.

1. Sheuvin water whose volume is less than three Log
(approximately 24 ounces; [cf. Vayikra 14:10 et al]) invalidates a
Mikvah—because it is an absence of natural water. Thus, if a
Mikvah contains exactly 40 Sa’ah of which even the smallest
amount is Sheuvin water, the Mikvah is invalidated—there is not
enough natural water. This problem is easily corrected, however,
simply by adding natural water until the Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah of
natural water.

2. Sheuvin water whose volume is three Log or more completely
invalidates a Mikvah so that even the Mikvah’s natural water may
no longer be used. In this case the entire Mikvah must be drained
and the Mikvah must be refilled from scratch with natural water.
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Significantly, Sheuvin is problematic only for a Mikvah that has less
than 40 Sa’ah of natural water—the requisite amount—at the time
that the Sheuvin water enters it. If the Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah or more
of natural water at the time that the Sheuvin enters it, the Sheuvin
water does no damage to the Mikvah’s validity. In other words, once
the validity of the Mikvah has been established, because it contains
40 Sa’ah of natural water, it becomes immune to complications of
Sheuvin.

Even where a Mikvah is kosher, it can only remove Tumah from a
person or utensil if the person or utensil undergoes a proper
immersion. This entails that the person’s entire body, or the entire
utensil, be submerged in the water at the same time. If, for example,
one immerses the blade of a knife with the handle out of the water,
and then reverses it and immerses the handle with the blade out of
the water, the immersion is invalid even though every part of the
knife was submerged at some point. The knife must be reimmersed,
with its entirety in the water at a single moment of time.
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Mishnah One: Liquids and Objects Which Qualify for the Mikvah

%Y Certain things make a Mikvah 85 mpet Ny »5;}73 w,
kosher and do not disqualify it; R
certain things disqualify a Mikvah and do BWJ N‘” 7’5019 ’5019
not make it kosher; certain things do not "73”3 1‘7’& 7"7015 N‘ﬂ ?"73”3 ¥
make a Mikvah kosher nor do they ,172M ,J‘?W'_l .f"?mﬂ NL)]
disqualify it. These make a Mikvah kosher M .,ﬂbfﬂ.,‘h ,'l"?i-'ﬂl ,'1193.'11.
and do not disqualify it: snow, hail, sleet, ymm 3 axeyymy 3o mon o
ice, salt, and liquid mud'. Rabbi Akiva A7 RIPY AT R P
said, “Rabbi Yishmael contended with me, 1‘7(0” :77._31"7 1333 17 BNXJDW’
saying, ‘snow cannot make a Mikvah YPPI MpRT NN -[‘7;”3 PR

kosher’; but the people of Maidva testified ' s
in his name that he had told them, ‘go out D.IL) WDNW ,VJWD NJ"I A WJN

and bring snow and [use it to] make a -HPD WDSJW J‘?W w3Mm HN}’
Mikvah from the start’.”” Rabbi Yochanan RIR O 13 1A 037 .ﬂ‘?ﬂﬂ:
Ben Nurl saysé ‘A hailstone is like T,(?Qp T .0MD 137 AR
[Sheuvin] water’.” How do they make a SR T N
Mikvah kosher and not disqualify it? [If] 3wy mpn ?r‘??m NL”
a Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah minus one [Sa’ah], 592 AMR 00 ARD DY 3R

and a Sa’ah of one of these falls into INY) ,ﬂﬂ‘?})-‘ﬂ Ji9in% 8D oo
it—they make it kosher. Thus, they make P C N

the Mikvah kosher and do not disqualify it. ‘7"7915 Nlﬂ T’Lwn

1. snow, hail, sleet, and ice consist of water, and salt and liquid mud are found in certain
types of natural water. 2. i.e., Rabbi Yishmael’s final decision qualifies snow for the
Mikvah. 3. and disqualified for the Mikvah.
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Mishnah Two: Liquids Which May Disqualify, or Be Disqualified for the
Mikvah

1‘7& These disqualify a Mikvah and do ;r‘?g]g N51 p‘?m’g 15&
" not make it kosher: [Sheuvin] : ' ' .

water—whether it had or had not contracted ra D’&@I? Pa oed _
ritual uncleanliness--, pickling juice, water ~ 21 VW33 D1, D70
used to stew vegetables, and unfermented N‘?W T ImAm ,_m'lj‘wp'
marc'. How do they disqualify a Mikvah and Ly by vy yyrs
not make it kosher? [If] a Mikvah has 40 N51 7‘7019 .'IZ_{ 2 PRI
Sa’ah minus one Kortov’, and a Kortov of DYIW 12 viw mpn ?PL-)W-J
one of these falls into it—they do not make it 1in ‘7‘;’;] ,A0p 0N IRD
kosher; if three Log of one of these falls into ;Hﬂ59ﬂ N‘? - 131 ns Jitﬂ'lﬁ
it—[the entire Mikvah] becomes disqualified. - W‘73 '35 'IWL)WZ i 9
The other liquids3, however, and fruit juice X 23X ;-. owa 1701
and fish juice and fish fat and fermented ~— ,V¥T 12 DY PpYnT
marc'—at certain times they make the — ynown mRm omnem
Mikvah kosher, but at other times do not e s i
make the Mikvah kosher. How is this? [If] a ]J’NW 0Ry P‘?WJ oRy?
Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah minus one [Sa’ah], and ~ 13 V¥ MpR 77¥°3 7’5973
a Sa’ah of one of these falls into it—they do ")QJ LR 00 AKRD DY
not make it kosher'; [if] the Mikvah has 4{0 AF!T?SJII X5 — éUan&p 13111'1‘7
[complete] Sa’ah [or more], and one puts in ' T '
[to the Mikvah] a Sa’ah of one of these and ARD [0 ,IND DYIATIN 12 P
then takes a Sa’ah out—they make it kosher . W3 - o ‘7UJ1

1. a liquid made of water into which grape skins and seeds are soaked. Unfermented
marc is considered a type of water; when it ferments it is considered to have transformed
into a new liquid and becomes like juice and the other liquids. 2. a small measure,
approximately 1/8 ounce. 3. i.e. wine, honey, olive oil, milk, dew, and blood, which,
with water, are the “seven liquids” of Torah law. 4. these liquids cannot create a
‘completed’ Mikvah where none had been before. 5. once the Mikvah is completed,
these liquids qualify to maintain the Mikvah’s validity.

Tel: 732-364-7029 info@chevrahlomdeimishnah.org www.chevrahlomdeimishnah.org

4 © All rights reserved
May contain Shaymos. If printed, please treat this with the respect befitting words of Torah.



..........

% The Society for $

%, Mishnah Study %\2%
M
Tractate Mikvaos Chapter Seven #Lowni™ "PIIY PIR _SUKTPP 100D

Mishnah Three: The Discolored Mikvah

n’-rn If one rinsed. olive .baskets or ’Bm o "?p i2 n’-[n

- . grape baskets in [a Mikvah], and RNy oAy - . e
its appearance changed—it remains kosher'. v T s
Rabbi Yosie says, “Dyed water disqualifies [a IR DY 137 WD — PRI
Mikvah] if it is three Log’, but does not TRTDL)W:I NN r‘?pis jpub gy dal
disqualify it because of the color change’.” If ,ij SR 7"7015 PR ’mL)
wine or olive water fell into [the Mikvah] and 5 L vy §mi ' ‘7 5 T
changed its  appearance—it  becomes 20D N ANNY 79 LARTD
disqualified’. What should one do [that this — ¥’ .‘740@ — PRI DR ¥
Mikvah should requalify]? He should wait until P Y ) PR ey
rain falls and the [Mikvah’s] appearance should . ) -
return to that of water’. If [the discolored Mikvah] HN.V-JB O RERRIAREYALE
was of 40 Sa’ah’, he can [also] load up his RD DPIIN 12 P o.0Ba
shoulder [with vessels of water]’ and empty them 1 ’13131‘? falt) qn33 x%@p

into [the e{\ﬁkmhj until it regains a water oonn ﬂ{f{'!@‘? TR MY
appearance?. A R

1. since the discoloring agent—the wine or olive oil which had been in these
baskets—does not itself cause the discoloration, rather, it is caused by their residue
which had adhered to and/or stained the walls of the baskets, such discoloration does not
disqualify the Mikvah. 2. i.e., this is the standard disqualification of Sheuvin. 3. dyed
water is essentially water, the dye is inconsequential; such discoloration does not affect
the Mikvah’s validity. 4. wine and olive water are essential discoloring agents, they
therefore disqualify the Mikvah. 5. Note that rain water can remedy a discolored
Mikvah both where the Mikvah had contained 40 Sa’ah and where it had contained less
than 40 Sa’ah. In the case of 40 Sa’ah, the rain water simply removes the discoloration.
In the case of less than 40 Sa’ah, it serves not only to remove the discoloration, but also
to combine with the pre-existing water so as to establish the 40 Sa’ah necessary to
validate the Mikvah. 6. but not less; see note 8. 7. i.e., Sheuvin water. 8. since the
Mikvah has 40 Sa’ah, its status as kosher is unharmed by Sheuvin. Once the Sheuvin is
harmless in this regard, it can be used to advantage in removing discoloration. For a
Mikvah of less than 40 Sa’ah, however, this is obviously not an option, for although the
problem of discoloration would be removed, the Mikvah would acquire a new
problem—that of Sheuvin.
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Mishnah Four: The Partially discolored Mikvah

: ‘753 If wine or olive water fell N orin iR " Diﬂ‘? ‘753 :

- T lnl‘O ' [a Mlkvah] al’lld 1: i’x DN ’1’ij ngpn - T
changed a portion of its appearance, , . oy
if less than 40 Sa’ah looks like water Ay - ANp o XJ:I'!N QR X7
one may not immerse in it’. Ja ‘713@? x5

L. ie., one area of the water became discolored and another area retained a water
appearance. 2. i.e., unlike other disqualifiers, such as three Log of Sheuvin, which
invalidate even the kosher part of the Mikvah, discoloration only affects the water which
is actually discolored, and the remaining water remains kosher. Thus, if the remaining
water is 40 Sa’ah or more, that part of the Mikvah remains kosher for immersion. If the
remaining water is less than 40 Sa’ah, even that part of the Mikvah becomes invalidated,
for it does not contain the requisite 40 Sa’ah.
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Mishnah Five: Sheuvin Water Mixed With Another Liquid

w -stw [If you have] three Log  Spy  ,mm 135 -stw w

of Sheuvin water and a '
Korl‘ov of wine fell into them--and they T :m-‘j {J]J'h
look like wine--and then they fell into a 1‘7931 AN ARV PRI M

Mikvah?, they do not invalidate it'. ’:'7 'IW‘?W 1"{1‘709 RL) - 71773‘7

[Similfzrly, if you have] threelLog of 311'15 L)931 ,JWUWP Ton o
Sheuvin water, minus a Kortov', and a
Kortov' of milk fell into them--and they

look like water*-and then they fell into a 171‘709 x‘7 -nm‘? 1‘7931 ,t:vm
Mikval® they do not invalidate it°. Rabbi 7[‘71,-; ‘-)3,-; IR M 13 NP 03
Yochanan Ben Nuri says, “Everything ) Tl oo

7 5 .nN-V_JU 108
depends on the appearance’. o

1. a small measure, approximately 1/8 ounce. 2. before it had 40 Sa’ah, but there was
enough water so that the overall Mikvah retains a water appearance. 3. just as wine
disqualifies a Mikvah (as in the previous Mishnah) so too it neutralizes Sheuvin
water—once Sheuvin water takes on a wine appearance, it no longer invalidates a
Mikvah. 4. i.e., milk is white and will not change the appearance of a much larger
amount of water, as opposed to wine above, whose darkness causes a discoloration of the
three Log of water. 5. before it had 40 Sa’ah. 6. i.e., although after the milk falls into
the water, it appears that we have a complete three Log of Sheuvin, since in fact part of
the three Log is not water but milk, the Mikvah is not rendered invalid. Note that
according to this opinion Sheuvin disqualifies a Mikvah only if (a) there are three Log of
actual water and (b) it has a water appearance. Thus in the case of wine despite that
there are three Log of actual water, the Mikvah is not disqualified, because there is no
water appearance. In the case of milk the Mikvah is likewise not disqualified but for the
opposite reason. Although there is a water appearance, since the actual water is less
than three Log, the Mikvah is not invalidated. 7. thus in the case of wine he agrees
with the first opinion that the Mikvah is not invalidated since it looks like wine. In the
second case, however, he disagrees. Although the actual water is less than three Log,
once the milk is added it creates a mixture that has the appearance of three Log of water
and the Mikvah is thus invalidated.
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Mishnah Six: The Lessening of the Exact Mikvah

7: '-npn [If] a Mikvah contains exactly 40

Sa’ah  [of water] and two
[ritually unclean] people went down and
immersed themselves, one after the other, the
first person becomes Tahor' and the second
person remains Tamei’. Rabbi Yehudah says,
“If the first person’s feet are still touching the
water then even the second person becomes
Tahor" °.” If one immerses a Sagoss® in it
and takes it out, [but] part of the Sagoss is still
in the water®, he' is Tahor'. [If one immerses]
a leather cushion or mattress® [into a Mikvah
of exactly 40 Sa’ah], as soon as one lifts their
edges out of the water’, the water inside them
becomes Sheuvin. [When it falls back into the
Mikvah, it invalidates the Mikvah.] What
should one do [to avoid this problem]? He
should lift them out by way of their bottoms"’.

YR 12 v ‘-HP N

SRR axo
Mm% o 11
wm Y Ry -
DX IR AT 027 N0
niysi i 5w o vy
AW T R - op3
ohen nx i3 Davn
— 03 p3i in¥pn moym
Ay S noam 137 i
1inzy op1 - DBl
12300 7Y TP PINY
O 777 oniR 1opm

7a

L. ritually cleansed. 2. in a state of Tumah, i.e., he remains ritually unclean. This is
because the first person immersed in a Mikvah of 40 Sa’ah, but when he exited the
Mikvah some of the water remained on his body and the Mikvah is left with less than 40
Sa’ah for the second person’s immersion. 3. the water on the first person’s body is
seen as connected to the Mikvah and the Mikvah thus has the requisite 40 Sa’ah. 4. a
type of garment. 5. ie., a Mikvah of exactly 40 Sa’ah. 6. i.e., if the Sagoss is
completely removed from the water the Mikvah becomes invalidated, as there is no
longer 40 Sa’ah left in it, (as in the case above where the first person completely exited
the Mikvah). 7. i.e., one who immerses while the Sagoss is in this position. 8% [cf.
Tosfos Yom Tov to Mikvaos 10:2 and Tiferes Yisrael to Keilim 20:1.] 9. leaving the
Mikvah with less than 40 Sa’ah.  10. i.e., with their bottoms upward so that no water
collects inside of them so as to become Sheuvin, but rather immediately returns to the
Mikvah and retains its status as natural Mikvah water.
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Mishnah Seven: The Shallow Mikvah

n S):U‘I If one immerses a bed into ;TonT N3 ‘7):&‘1 n

a [shallow, mud bottomed, 9 by X
Mikvah] even if the legs sink into the mud., ' , . ’;7 .
[the bed] becomes Tahor* because the a3y ool NYpw Py
water is there first'. A Mikvah whose water DmRIY 19N ,ﬂ'lﬁﬂfg -
is shallow® and spread over a wide area, hiagals YRy mpn PRI

one presses even bundles of wood and

even bundles of reeds [into the water on 159& QXY ’b’:.”.-,‘ 159& w3

one side of the Mikvah] so that the water meY 13 D ’5’31‘1
rises, and goes down and immerses [on the RTY N ‘731m i 000
side without the wood and reeds]. If a ,

needle is placed on the steps of a [water il TR ﬂW‘?WJ L)p L
filled] cave’, if one moves the water to and 73PY 173,003 XA 7[’5773
fro®, as soon as [this causes] a wave to ST - ‘7;{[ mby

wash over [the needle], it becomes Tahor.

L. ie., the bed is too tall to be submerged into the shallow water; it can only be
submerged if the legs are pressed into the mud. 2. ritually cleansed. 3. i.e., we need
not be concerned that when the legs press into the mud they are no longer in the water,
for the water enters the mud around the legs so that the entire bed is in the water. 4.
i.e., too shallow for immersion. 5. i.e., and the needle is slightly above the water level.
6. i.e., with one’s hand.
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